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What Do You Say When You Say Good-by?
Acts 20:17-38
Introduction:

I.  The Directive to the Elders – 20:17 {See Map}
“From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.”

Ephesus was 30 miles from Miletus. Paul apparently preferred that the elders make the round trip instead of him and his party. If they walked, (which is likely), it would take 10-12 hours total. The ship probably had a lay-over of a few days in Miletus.

II. The Discourse by Paul – 20:18-36

A. Paul's Persecutions – 20:18-19

First, we need to remember that these 19 verses are not the entire message that Paul preached. Luke did not take notes of every word that Paul spoke. But it is a summary of the sermon as he recalled it with the help of the Holy Spirit.

1. His Manner of Service – 20:18
“And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, ﻿﻿from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you,”
Paul is able to hold his life up to these men who knew him well for 3 years. Some leaders would have to say, “Don’t do as I do; do as I say” Paul could say. “Do as I do, follow my manner of life”
2. His Many Trials – 20:19
“serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me ﻿﻿by the plotting of the Jews;”
Paul served with all humility. It is not often that a person can say that about himself and still remain humble. Paul was not ashamed to admit that he cried.

From chapter 19 it seemed that the riots were the work of the Gentiles. Paul knew otherwise. It may be that they stirred up the Gentiles.
B.  Paul's Pastoring – 20:20-21

1. Its Completeness – 20:20a

“how ﻿﻿I kept back nothing that was helpful,”
2. Its Compulsion – 20:20b - 21a

“but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, ﻿21﻿ ﻿﻿testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks,”
3. Its Compactness – 20:21b

﻿ “repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Note: Paul is not saying, as some teach, that Paul taught that one has to repent and have faith (believe) in order to receive justification (salvation).
He taught “repentance” and he taught “faith,” but where is the salvation part. He does not say what repentance will bring you or what faith will bring you.
He just says that he preached both concepts to both Jews and Greeks. He also tells us that repentance is toward God, the Father and that faith is toward our Lord Jesus Christ.


τὴν            εἰς     θεὸν        
        μετάνοιαν 

                toward         Go      {Father}      {repentance}

                                   καὶ  (and)      
     πίστιν       εἰς        τὸν  κύριον     ἡμῶν,      Ἰησοῦν  Χριστός.                         

               {faith}    toward    the   Lord   of us, (our)     Jesus      Christ  
Repentance refers to confession and renunciation of sin which brings forgiveness and averts the temporal judgment of God. {See Jonah}

If the person has believed (placed his faith) on Jesus for eternal salvation, that repentance also brings fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. (I John 1:9 see also 1:3)
If one worshipper of Diana of the Ephesians repents of that worship, he is in an opportune position for faith in Jesus for salvation. If he indeed does believe (place his faith in Jesus) he receives salvation and fellowship with the Father. If another worshipper does not repent, but believes on Jesus, he receives salvation, but he is not in fellowship with the Father until he does repent of that worship.
C. Paul's Prospects – 20:22-25

1. Foreboding – 20:22

“And see, now ﻿﻿I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there,”
Paul is being led by the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem. The offering which he had collected for the saints in Jerusalem he was planning to send there by delegated church representatives. But he was not sure whether he was supposed to go.

I Cor.16:3-4 
“And when I come, ﻿﻿whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. ﻿But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me. Now he knows that he must go.” More than that, he knows …
2. Facts – 20:23

“except that ﻿﻿the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.”
The Holy Spirit was telling Paul through prophets in every city that chains and tribulations await him.
The Lord must have trusted Paul. He did not promise a bed of roses. He wouldn’t do that! But He also did not hide from Paul these things that would befall him. What was Paul’s reaction?

3. Fervor – 20:24

“But ﻿﻿none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear {precious} to myself, so that I may finish my ﻿﻿race with joy, ﻿﻿and the ministry ﻿﻿which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” 

Paul had eternal life. Whether he lived a long time or short time physically was not a concern to him. As he wrote recently in the Romans 8:36, ﻿“For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
He only concern was that he finish his race (course) with joy and finish the ministry: “to finish my course with joy” (II Tm.4:7-8) “to testify to the Gospel of the Grace of God”.
There is no Gospel apart from the Grace of God and adding anything to it takes that Grace away.
Romans 11:6
“Speaking of the election of Israel, Paul says: And ﻿﻿if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. ﻿﻿But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.”
If we claim to preach the Grace Gospel and add even one work, we no longer have a grace Gospel. Grace is no longer Grace.
4. Friends – 20:25

“And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 

Responding to the Grace Gospel made them eligible for service in the Millennial Kingdom of God.
Serving in the Kingdom is not automatic for every believer. It is an earned privilege.

Jesus taught it in the parables: Matthew

Rewards in the Kingdom – 19:27-30


Recognition in the Kingdom – 20:1-16

Rank in the Kingdom – 20:17-28

Jesus taught it to John in Revelation 2 and 3. Note: “to the one who overcomes” to each of the seven churches. These rewards are not promised to every believer.
 

“Will see my face no more” -- It seems that Paul did go to Ephesus after he was released from his first Roman imprisonment. [See “Prison Epistles notes, the last few pages.]
However, if that is true, that does not affect inspiration. Paul was writing as much as he knew. Inspiration in narrative sections simply guarantees that those are indeed the words that Paul spoke. Just as in Genesis 3 when Satan said, “You shall not surely die.”
D. Paul’s Proclamation – 20:26-27
1. Innocent of the Blood – 20:26
“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am ﻿﻿innocent ﻿﻿of the blood of all men.”
The background of this statement is found in Ezekiel 18:6
“But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and  takes any person from among them, ﻿﻿he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand.’ 

Paul was God’s watchman for Asia. He had warned them. Therefore, he was innocent of the blood of all people.
To whom are you a watchman? Or does this apply only to Apostles. Is it possible that there will be “Bloody hands at the Judgment Seat?” Will they be yours? – mine?
2. Consistent in Teaching – 20:27
“For I have not ﻿﻿shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”
I ﻿﻿charge you ﻿﻿therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, ﻿﻿who will judge the living and the dead ﻿﻿at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! {κήρυξον τὸν λόγον } Be ready in season and out of season. ﻿﻿Convince, ﻿﻿rebuke, ﻿﻿exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
“The whole counsel,” -- Those in error he was to correct those who were sinning he was to rebuke those who were doing well he was to encourage.
2 Timothy 4:3

“For the time will come when they will not endure ﻿﻿sound doctrine, ﻿﻿but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and ﻿﻿be turned aside to fables.”
I wonder when that will come!!??
E. Paul's Prophecy – 20:28-31 

1. The Inescapable – 20:28

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit ﻿﻿has made you overseers, to shepherd the church ﻿﻿of God ﻿﻿which He purchased ﻿﻿with His own blood.”
There are three words in this chapter used to describe the leaders of the church: In verse 17 Paul sends for the elders – πρεσβυτέρους
When they get thee in verse 28, he calls them bishops -- ἐπισκόπους, and says that they are to shepherd, pastors the flock of God.
It seems that these are not three different offices, but three different functions of the office.
The Presbyterians emphasize the Elder rule.
The Episcopalians emphasize the Bishop rule
The Baptists emphasize the Pastor rule.

Whatever plan we follow, we must remember that it is the Church {Flock} is the possession of God.
which He (the Father or the Son?) purchased  [διὰ τοῦ αἵματος τοῦ ἰδίου.] “with His own blood.” (Or) “with the blood of His own”– (Son?)
Leaders must take heed to themselves first. Then you will be able to help then flock.
Note: If you are traveling with a child, put your oxygen mask on first, then, help your child.
2. The Inevitable – 20:29-30

“For I know this, that after my departure ﻿﻿savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also ﻿﻿from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking ﻿﻿perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.”
a. Wolves from without – 20:29
“They will come in among you.”
They don’t take pot-shots from a distance. The leaders are responsible for keeping them out. The defense against this is to feed the flock and they will not look for food elsewhere.

b. Wolves from within – 20:30
These are heretics. They devise their own doctrines. They pass them off as the Word of God. They convince others to follow after them.

The defense against this is not only to feed the word to the flock but also to show them where you got the food and show them how to get food for themselves.
This warning comes with tears. v. 19 and 31
3. The incontrovertible – 20:31

“Therefore watch, and remember that ﻿﻿for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.”

We have to be on our guard against these wolves. We need to warn others in the flock as well.

F. Paul's Position – 20:32
“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and ﻿﻿to the word of His grace, which is able ﻿﻿to build you up and give you ﻿﻿an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
1. The Word of His Grace in Salvation.
It must be pure Grace -- no admixture of works. It won’t work that way.
2. The Word of His Grace in Service
Paul tells the Galatians 3 -- Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by ﻿﻿the flesh? NO!

The writer to the Hebrews says, “Let us have grace, by which we ﻿﻿may ﻿﻿serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”
a. It will build you up - 

In your spiritual life

In your spiritual service
b. It will give you an inheritance
1. Look at my Heart – 20:33

“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.”
Interesting that Paul used the 10th commandment to make his point. That is the one that tripped him up in Romans 7:7. Here he says that he did not covet anything the Ephesians had.
2. Look at my Hands – 20:34

“Yes, you yourselves know ﻿﻿that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me.”
 As was Paul’s policy, he did not take anything from the people he was working with, lest they should doubt his motives. Yet in I Cor.9 he defends his right to do so. It got him into trouble in another way.
3. Look at my Helpfulness – 20:35

“have shown you in every way, ﻿﻿by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
By his actions Paul was teaching the elders to support the weak. They learned more his actions than they ever could by his teaching. I would rather see a sermon that hear one any day.
H. Paul’s Prayer – 20:36

﻿


“And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.”
They were not afraid to kneel down and pray in public.
III. The Disappointment of the Elders – 20:37-38

A. Because of their Love – 20:37

“Then they all ﻿﻿wept ﻿﻿freely, and ﻿﻿fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him. Again they are weeping and kissing and falling on Paul’s neck.”
B. Because of their Loss – 20:38

“sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.”
Sometimes we don’t know when it is the last time. When we do know, it is a sad occasion.

Conclusion:

